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The forerunner of modern education interwoven with
tradition and change: Wengtonghe educational thought and
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Abstract

During the late Qing Dynasty, China was confronted with both internal and external troubles, and the traditional Confucian
educational model was no longer able to meet the demands of The Times. Against this backdrop, two generations of imperial teachers,
Weng tong he, broke through the traditional framework and proposed the educational concept of “applying knowledge to the world”.
Through teaching method innovation, curriculum system reconstruction and emotional education practice, they shaped the reformist
ideas of emperor guangxu and cast the light of enlightenment on the history of modern Chinese education. This paper deeply analyzes
the core content of Weng tong he ducational concept, the innovative measures of educational practice and its historical influence at
the institutional, ideological and practical levels, and puts forward its implications for the modernization of contemporary education.
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