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From “Referee” to “Coach”: The Transformation of Parents’
Roles in Children’s Age-Discrepancy Game Conflicts and Its
Educational Implications

Yaoyao Zhou Zhangyou Zhang Yino Chen Xiaohui Wen"
College of Education Huzhou Normal University, Huzhou, Zhejiang, 313000, China

Abstract

The game conflicts among children of different ages are micro-level growth scenarios that possess both universality and educational
value. Currently, the role of parents in such scenarios urgently needs to shift from the traditional “referee” to the modern “coach”.
This study is based on the social modeling perspective in social learning theory and the relationship development theory to explain
the theoretical basis and practical advantages of the “coach” role: This role focuses on “process empowerment”, through empathetic
emotions, providing strategic scaffolding, and guiding reflection and review, converting conflicts into “development opportunities”
for children’s social learning. Further, this transformation of the parent role has profound implications for school student dispute
mediation, the innovation of moral education practices, and the construction of a home-school collaborative education mechanism,
and can provide theoretical references and practical frameworks for cultivating an overall educational environment that supports the
development of children’s social emotions.
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