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Abstract

As modern society undergoes profound transformation from an acquaintance-based to a stranger-based social structure, the
interpretive boundaries of traditional Five Relationships ethics face challenges. The Sixth Relationship, as the core category
regulating “group-self relations,” requires Confucian attributes validation to construct social Confucianism. This paper explores
the ontological foundations of the Five Constant Virtues (benevolence, righteousness, propriety, wisdom, and faithfulness) through
Confucian mind-nature theory, demonstrating that the Sixth Relationship is not a modern “implantation” of Confucian tradition
but rather an endogenous manifestation and inevitable morphological transformation of Confucian moral spirit in public spheres.
Grounded in digital civilization and globalization contexts, the study systematically elucidates how information literacy, international
perspectives, and multiple intelligences serve as modern foundations to empower contemporary construction of the Sixth
Relationship, thereby achieving creative transformation from traditional virtues to modern public ethics.
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