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The Practical Dilemmas and Implementation Paths of Ideological
and Political Education under the Perspective of Integrating
Theory with Practice and Unifying Knowledge with Action: A
Case Study of the Course “Introduction to Xi Jinping’s Thought
on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era”

Shunlin Zhang
Marxist College, Guizhou Medical University, Guiyang, Guizhou, 561113, China

Abstract

The course “Introduction to Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era” (hereinafter referred to as
the “Introduction” course) is a core curriculum for universities to fulfill the fundamental task of fostering virtue and nurturing talents,
and to arm young college students with the Party’s innovative theories. Grounded in the Marxist practice perspective of “integrating
theory with practice and unifying knowledge with action” and the wisdom of traditional Chinese culture, the course systematically
elucidates its theoretical foundations, educational objectives, and contemporary value. It addresses practical challenges such as
constraints of traditional teaching paradigms, pain points in teacher-student feedback, multiple obstacles to practical innovation, and
the tension between theoretical rigor and teaching innovation. By tackling these issues from four dimensions—content provision,
methodological innovation, technological empowerment, and field expansion—the course aims to transform the “Introduction”
course from knowledge transmission to value guidance, from theoretical indoctrination to knowledge-action conversion, and from
classroom monologues to multi-party dialogues. This approach effectively enhances the course’s theoretical depth, accessibility,
and relevance, laying a solid ideological foundation for cultivating new-era individuals capable of shouldering the great mission of
national rejuvenation.
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