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The Multiplicity of Language and Identity: A Discussion on
the Variations of Mandarin and the Construction of Identity
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Abstract

Language serves not only as a carrier of identity but also as a core arena for its construction. However, existing studies often place
Mandarin in a simplistic binary opposition to dialects and ethnic languages, or merely regard “local Mandarin” (regional varieties of
Putonghua) as an interlanguage variant resulting from insufficient linguistic competence. Grounded in a constructivist perspective,
this paper argues that in multilingual contexts, individual linguistic behavior is an active practice drawing upon a unified “linguistic
repertoire.” Modern identity itself is a multidimensional complex encompassing national, ethnic, and regional affiliations. This paper
focuses on the social and regional variations of Mandarin, pointing out that “local Mandarin” has emerged as a crucial intermediary
bridging macro-level national identity and micro-level regional sentiments. A rational examination of the complex correlation
between language and identity will help guide citizens in constructing a pluralistic yet unified rational identity.
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