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Abstract

The River and Lake Chief System, a key measure in China’s recent efforts to build an ecological civilization system, has effectively
transformed river and lake management from a chaotic and fragmented state to a systematic and orderly one by clarifying
responsibilities, defining protection boundaries, and solidifying work mechanisms. This system addresses the issues of dispersed
functions and low efficiency that plagued traditional water management models. This article highlights the critical shortcomings
in current river and lake management, examines the institutional background of the River and Lake Chief System, and proposes
corresponding management and protection strategies. It aims to provide practical and actionable ideas and references for enhancing
river and lake governance capabilities at this stage.
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