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From Bodily Narratives to Geocultural Representation:
The Localized Development of Female Images in Chinese
Geocultural Films

Chenhe Zhang
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Abstract

Traditional geocultural film studies have primarily focused on the static analysis of spatial aesthetics and cultural representation,
neglecting the dynamic agency of female characters in narrative structures and cultural spaces. This paper introduces Laura Mulvey’s
feminist film criticism theory and Susan Lanser’s feminist narratology, combined with feminist geography theory, to reveal how
female characters in geocultural films break free from symbolic constraints through visual and narrative strategies, becoming
topological drivers of the plot. Through bodily practices and actions within space, female characters transform geographical space
into an active medium for meaning production, reshaping the interactive logic of gender and culture in geocultural films. This paper
advocates for the integration of feminist theory and geocultural narrative, promoting the cross-cultural dissemination of geocultural
films in the context of globalization and the expression of female agency, thereby contributing to the construction of a Chinese-
specific feminist film criticism framework.
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