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Abstract

The perception of women during the Tang Dynasty exhibited complex facets amidst Confucian ethics and changing times. As the
zenith of the feudal society, the open political, economic, and cultural environment of the Tang Dynasty provided a unique context
for shaping female images. The phenomenon of commending women recorded in Biographies of Chaste and Virtuous Women in New
Book of Tang is concentrated in three paradigms: “chastity”, “filial piety”, and “loyalty”, reflecting the multifaceted interactions
among state power, Confucian ethics, and gender order. In terms of chastity and heroic conduct, Confucian propriety bound female
chastity to familial honor through the “three obediences and four virtues.” The imperial court established an institutionalized system
for commending chastity through legal safeguards and material incentives, turning chastity into a political tool for maintaining social
order. The commendation of filial piety relied on the institutionalized dissemination of Confucian filial piety. Social public opinion
and literary creation reinforced the concept of filial piety, forming a cultural supervisory mechanism of “shared honor and disgrace,”
making filial piety a core path for women to gain social recognition. The emergence of loyal and righteous women was related to the
border crises following the An-Shi Rebellion.
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