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Analysis of the images of entertainments on the money tree
in Han Dynasty in Sichuan
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Abstract

This paper takes the branches and leaves of Han Dynasty money trees and performance images as its research object. Building
on previous studies, it employs methods of archaeological typology and iconography analysis, incorporating perspectives from
sports culture research to systematically examine and discuss the characteristics and cultural implications of the branch and leaf
combinations in these images. It collects and organizes materials related to money trees and performances, summarizing the pattern
of frequent co-occurrence between performance images and images of Queen Mother of the West. This reveals their significant
function as ritual objects in entertainment for deities, blessings, and the manifestation of immortal beliefs. Further, by integrating the
perspective of sports culture dissemination, it analyzes the connection between the appearance of performance patterns on money
trees and the inherent leisure cultural genes and the concept of treating the dead as if they were alive among the people of Sichuan;
as well as the integration of Western Regions culture with the myth of Queen Mother of the West, showcasing simple faith and the
development process of Sichuan’s performance culture. This provides new perspectives for the study of social life, religious beliefs,
and sports culture development in the Han Dynasty region of Sichuan.
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