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On the rebellious consciousness of apricot blossom “beauty”
image in Song Poetry — Taking Wang Anshi’s poetry as an
example
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Abstract

Apricot blossoms are the flowers of the apricot tree, a deciduous large tree belonging to the genus Prunus in the family Rosaceae,
predominantly found in the north. As an early spring plant, “light red rivals the drunken powder, how could one believe there are
plum blossoms on the river,” it blooms before the spring breeze, in February, with three colors—red, pink, and white. “On a night of
thin clouds and dim moon, the apricot blossoms ‘fragrance wafts through the curtain,” the blooming apricot blossoms always carry
a fresh scent, conveying the essence of spring, thus often regarded as messengers of early spring, forming unique floral imagery
symbols in literature. During the Northern Song to Southern Song periods, the tone of literary use of apricot blossoms shifted from
positive to negative, with the “vulgar” image of apricot blossoms becoming popular. Works praising the vulgar and coarse nature
of apricot blossoms, such as “laughing at the children’s demeanor of apricot and peach blossoms, vainly competing for beauty
and charm” and “only disliking the alluring postures of peaches and apricots,” emerged frequently. This article first examines the
development of the apricot blossom imagery up to the Song Dynasty, then uses Wang Anshi’s poetry as a starting point to analyze his
rebellious consciousness against the “vulgar” image of apricot blossoms in his poems.
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