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Retro genes and heterogeneous echoes: cross-cultural
narrative in Yuan, Ming, and Qing dynasty figure paintings
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Abstract

This article explores the development trajectory of the aesthetic paradigm transformation of character images in the Yuan, Ming,
and Qing dynasties, and reveals the innovation and diverse integration under the framework of revivalism. The formation of the
dual center pattern of the north and south in the Yuan Dynasty and the diversified development of the fusion of painting styles,
Zhao Mengfu reconstructed the traditional Jin and Tang dynasties with the “ancient meaning theory”, and the fusion of multi-ethnic
artistic elements in temple murals formed the “third tradition”; The Ming Dynasty achieved a breakthrough in techniques through
the collision of the art academy system and the literati trend, with the Wu School of Painting and the Bo Chen School respectively
advancing the dimensions of freehand brushwork and realism; In the Qing Dynasty, under the background of the spread of Western
learning to the east, the integration of Chinese and Western painting was completed, and the Yangzhou School of Painting and the
Maritime School of Painting promoted the transformation of painting functions towards modernity. The visual narrative network
jointly constructed by the artistic practices of the three dynasties shaped the diversified ecology of Chinese figure painting in the
tension of retro and innovation, local and heterogeneous.
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