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A Brief Analysis of the Dunhuang Tang Dynasty Small
Regular Script “Poetry Fragments”
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Abstract

The terms ”Sutra Calligraphy” or “Sutra Script Style” have not been strictly defined in academic circles, but have become
conventional references to the calligraphic content found primarily in the manuscripts from the Dunhuang Library Cave. The
sutra transcription calligraphy of the Sui and Tang dynasties exhibits rigorous discipline, rich brushwork techniques, and a natural,
dignified aesthetic—representing a cultural fusion of Buddhism and calligraphy. This paper examines the beauty of sutra calligraphy
through the ink manuscript *Poetry Fragments*. In the history of calligraphy, sutra transcription has maintained a subtle yet
enduring presence, shaped by both historical circumstances and collective cultural consciousness. In modern times, calligraphy has
increasingly shed its utilitarian function and evolved into a purely artistic pursuit. The question of what qualities make calligraphic
works worthy of contemporary study remains a subject of debate. There are merits and demerits to every approach—existence itself
carries meaning. We can draw inspiration from various legitimate sources, including sutra script, and engage in experimentation to
explore new expressive languages in calligraphy.
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