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Revisiting French Realism in Art—A Reconsideration
Based on the Collections of Quanshan Shi Art Center

Xinyang Li
Quanshan Shi Art Center, Hangzhou, Zhejiang, 310000, China

Abstract

This study takes the French Hall collection of Quanshan Shi Art Center as the research object, and through iconographic analysis
and cross-cultural comparison, re-examines the modernity transformation of 19th-century French realism. The research reveals its
dual dimensions: the Barbizon School reconstructed the poetics of nature through “plein air painting and landscape narrative”, and
its medium autonomy laid the foundation for Impressionism; Courbet and Rodin, on the other hand, broke through the academic
system with a populist aesthetic, establishing the critical realism paradigm in the tension between anatomical precision and classical
form. By constructing a “comparative perspective” framework, this paper juxtaposes the visual innovation of French realism with the
realistic traditions of Tang and Song China, the “painting boat” practices of literati, and the spirit of freehand brushwork, revealing
its methodological implications for the localization of contemporary Chinese oil painting. The study ultimately argues that realism,
as a cultural practice of social cognitive paradigm transformation, provides a dual reference system of “criticism and poetics” for the
construction of the subjectivity of Chinese oil painting in the context of globalization.
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