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Abstract

Cao Xueqin’s “Dream of the Red Mansion” is hailed as the pinnacle of Chinese classical literature. It vividly portrays the rise
and fall of the four major families—Jia, Shi, Wang, and Xue—with a broad and sweeping narrative. The decline of the Jia family
is particularly poignant. The novel reveals how this century-old noble family, once at its zenith, with lavish feasts and splendid
decorations, gradually declined to a state where all was left behind, leaving only a vast, desolate landscape. In Cao Xueqin’s
portrayal, the Jia family’s downfall is not a random event but the inevitable result of multiple internal issues, including economic
decline, political dependence, family disarray, and cultural and educational failures. This article will explore the complex dynamics of
the Jia family’s decline from five perspectives: the collapse of the economic foundation, the erosion of political support, the disarray
of family structure, the failure of educational ethics, and the metaphorical cycle of prosperity and decline. It aims to uncover the
deep-seated social and historical roots of this tragedy.
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