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The difference between clay modeling and clay sheet forming
is investigated

Yi Sun
Yijingtang Wood Carving Museum, Jiaxing, Zhejiang, 314100, China

Abstract

Although both clay sculpture and clay sheet forming use clay as the medium, they exhibit significant differences in their craft
logic, modeling language, and cultural expression. This article examines these differences from several perspectives, including
materials, forming techniques, artistic characteristics, and cultural connotations. Clay sculpture is centered on ‘additive shaping,’
using techniques like pinching and piling to directly create three-dimensional forms, emphasizing the immediate expression of the
creator’s subjective emotions. The artistic tension comes from the malleability and tactile warmth of the clay. In contrast, clay sheet
forming follows a’ flat-to-solid’ transformation logic, involving the beating of clay into thin sheets, which are then assembled, curled,
or molded. This process emphasizes precise control of structural mechanics and geometric shapes, with its aesthetic value reflected
in the craftsmanship of the clay sheet joints and the rational construction of spatial forms. Studying these differences not only helps
clarify the development of ceramic forming techniques but also provides innovative insights for contemporary ceramic creation.
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