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Discrete Public Sphere: The Tension between “Decolonization”
and “Recolonization” of Overseas Chinese Media

Yuxi Wang Wenhan Yang Yihe Sun
Northeast Normal University, Changchun, Jilin, 130117, China

Abstract

This article, grounded in Habermas's theory of the public sphere and Appadurai's concept of 'deterritorialization,' explores the
development trends of overseas Chinese media in the context of globalization. The study reveals that overseas Chinese media,
through information dissemination and cultural exchange, achieve 'deterritorialization' by breaking geographical boundaries.
However, they also exhibit 'reterritorialization' characteristics in reinforcing local identity and maintaining ethnic culture. The tension
between 'deterritorialization' and 'reterritorialization' profoundly influences the functions and role positioning of overseas Chinese
media, reflecting the complex landscape of cultural dissemination and identity in the process of globalization.
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