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Analysis of research progress on overseas lost cultural
relics and their digital return based on CiteSpace

Yifeng Liu Yutang Yin
Design and Art College, Changsha University of Science and Technology, Changsha, Hunan, 410114, China

Abstract

This paper uses China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) as the data source and employs CiteSpace, a bibliometric software,
to conduct a quantitative analysis of literature on overseas cultural relics and their digitalization from 2000 to 2024. By analyzing
the annual number of publications, author collaboration networks, and institutional collaboration networks, the study reveals the
academic evolution, research hotspots, and emerging trends in this field. The findings indicate that the annual number of publications
on overseas cultural relics has experienced multiple phases of growth. In recent years, the field of cultural relics digitalization has
seen rapid development, with the number of publications surpassing previous levels. Regarding author collaboration, high-volume
authors in the field of overseas cultural relics have not formed systematic teams, whereas the field of cultural relics digitalization has
seen the formation of multiple collaborative teams. In terms of institutional collaboration, the institutions involved in the study of
overseas cultural relics are relatively scattered, while those in the field of cultural relics digitalization are closely cooperative, forming
a network centered around the Palace Museum. Currently, there is still room for improvement in accurately grasping information
on overseas cultural relics, the practical application of international laws and conventions, and the research on the digital return of
cultural relics.
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