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The mutual verification between mythological texts and
archaeological artifacts: The Fusang Divine Tree in the Classic
of Mountains and Seas Comparative Study and Correlation
Analysis with the Bronze God Tree of Sanxingdui

Ying Zhang
Institute of History, Gansu Academy of Social Sciences, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, China

Abstract

The No.1 bronze divine tree unearthed from the Sanxingdui site bears a high degree of similarity in form and symbolic significance to
the Fusang divine tree in the Shan Hai Jing. Through multi-disciplinary interdisciplinary research, this paper analyzes the appearance
characteristics, cultural connotation and possible homology of the two, and proposes that there is a deep cultural interaction between
the ancient Shu civilization and the myth system of the Central Plains. The bronze sacred tree may be the concrete reconstruction of
the ancient Shu people’s myth of Fusang in the Book of Mountains and Seas, or the evidence that the two share the same prototype
of the cosmology, revealing their differences and similarities in the ancient cosmology, religious beliefs and cultural inheritance,
and deeply digging the deep connotation of Chinese ancient culture, so as to provide new perspectives and ideas for the study of the
intersection of Chinese ancient mythology and archaeology, and to deeply understand the spiritual world and cultural creation of
ancient ancestors.
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