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A study on the narrative strategy of “Belt and Road” under
the perspective of transmedia narrative—— Take “Flowers
and Youth Silk Road Season” as an example

Xinning Gao Shenghua Wang

School of Public Administration and Media, Beijing University of Information Science and Technology, Beijing,
102206, China

Abstract

Over the past decade, the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) has achieved remarkable developmental outcomes. The hit variety show
“Flowers and Youth: Silk Road Season” has further enriched the narrative framework of the BRI through innovative storytelling
approaches. This study employs Henry Jenkins’ transmedia narrative theory as its theoretical foundation, selecting the viral program
“Flowers and Youth 5 as a case study. Through textual analysis and case research methodologies, we systematically examine
how this program innovates narratives around the BRI. The investigation focuses on three dimensions: intertextual construction
in narrative texts, media-adaptive characteristics of narrative styles, and participatory design in narrative patterns. Building on
these findings, the paper proposes optimization pathways for transmedia narratives within the BRI context. Not only does this
research expand localized applications of transmedia narrative theory, but it also offers fresh strategies to enhance the international
communication effectiveness of Chinese narratives.
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