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The Evolution of Fish-scale Horsehair Embroidery Patterns
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Abstract

Mawei embroidery is a distinctive form of embroidery art. The uniqueness of this art form lies in its use of horsehair as the core
material and silk thread as the surface covering. It is also renowned as the “living fossil of embroidery”.In modern society, the
patterns of Mawei embroidery have witnessed remarkable transformations. In the early 20th century, typical examples included
butterfly patterns and fishbone patterns. These patterns exhibit symmetry and a rigorous structure.During the mid - to late 20th
century, Mawei embroidery gradually shifted from being solely used for sacrificial purposes to becoming items for daily use. Entering
the 21st century, the development and innovation of Mawei embroidery patterns have entered a new phase. Scholars and artisans are
committed to restoring ancient patterns that are on the brink of disappearance. Younger generations of embroiderers and designers
are experimenting with deconstructing traditional elements. By integrating Shui ethnic group totems with modern aesthetic concepts,
they have ultimately created cultural and creative products that align with contemporary aesthetic demands.
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