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“Defend Super Shanghai!!”-An Examination of Player
Group Identity Within a Nationalist Theoretical Framework

Liang Huang
Shanghai Science and Technology Museum, Shanghai, 200127, China

Abstract

From May 25 to May 30, 2025, the new version of the game “Absolute Soldier 2,” titled “Heart of Democracy,” was released. The
“Defend Super Earth” event in this version sparked a series of landmark player-driven narratives in gaming history. This paper will
analyze this event, draw on other game cases, and apply classic political sociology theories to the analysis of game community
behavior. It will explore the process of group identity formation under new technological conditions and discuss the potential future
trends of such identities.
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