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A comparison of Kafka’s Castle and Osamu Dazai’s Setting
Sun on the identity dilemma

Taoran Du

Heilongjiang University, Harbin, Heilongjiang, 150080, China

Abstract

In modern times, the two world Wars shattered the century-old cultural tradition of human existence, science and technology
developed into a tool of war, and equality, freedom and fraternity, which were once admired by people, disappeared. Mankind
gradually alienated and became lonely. Osamu Dazai and Kafka, two writers living in different countries, faced with the same
collapsing social order, issued a similar soul cry, showing the disease of The Times and the plight of modern people vividly. This
paper explores the classical literary works of the two writers by the method of comparative literature, which is helpful for a deeper
understanding of the diseases of The Times, and can present the ideological and cultural values of different nations from the
differences.
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