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Group-Centricity and the Pursuit of Sublimity: A -Analysis
of Aesthetic Aspirations in Yunnan’s Ethnic Minority Folk
Literature

Hui Xu

Yunnan University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Kunming, Yunnan, 650500, China

Abstract

Yunnan’s diverse social structure, uneven economic development, cultural diversity, and unique natural-cultural environment have
nurtured distinctive ethnic folk literature. While each work exhibits individual characteristics, they share commonalities in their rich
diversity. This literary tradition embodies a group-oriented value system and a pursuit of sublime aesthetics. In character portrayals,
the principle of collective interests serves as the fundamental criterion for evaluating heroes. When faced with choices between
personal and collective interests, these heroes consistently prioritize communal welfare, dedicating themselves to the people’s well-
being without hesitation—even at the cost of their lives—revealing a transcendent beauty.
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