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Analysis of the characteristics of cigarette advertisements
in “Declaration” and the National Goods Movement ——
Taking 1920s and 1930s as an example

Shichen Zhong
Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730124, China

Abstract

This study examines the cigarette advertisements in China’s modern commercial newspaper Shen Bao (Shen Bao) during the
1920s and 1930s, analyzing their characteristics and connections with the National Goods Movement. The research reveals that
under China’s semi-colonial and semi-feudal social conditions, the tobacco market was highly competitive. Domestic cigarette
advertisements attracted consumers through strategies such as cultivating “taste,” integrating Chinese cultural elements, and
emphasizing low prices with quality. During the National Goods Movement, these advertisements combined purchasing domestic
products with patriotic themes, successfully expanding the market share of domestic brands. However, this approach also led to the
secularization and commercialization of patriotism. The study aims to provide a unique perspective for understanding China’s social
transformations, commercial development, and advertising history during the modern era.
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