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A Dirge of Women under Cultural Shackles: A Comparative
Study of Female Plights in A Thousand Splendid Suns and
Tales of Hulan River
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Abstract

This paper takesA Thousand Splendid Sunsby Afghan-American author Khaled Hosseini and7ales of Hulan Riverby Chinese author
Xiao Hong as its subjects. Employing the method of parallel study in comparative literature, combined with postcolonial feminist
theories, it deeply analyzes the survival dilemmas faced by women in Afghan and Chinese rural societies. Although the two works
are separated by time and space, the core of their female tragedies is rooted in profound patriarchal cultures. However, due to the
fundamental differences in the cultural genes of the two countries, their oppression mechanisms present distinct forms of “explicit
violence” and “implicit devouring”. The plight of Afghan women stems from the “tangible oppressors” under the interplay of Islamic
fundamentalism and war, while the tragedy of the women in Hulan River originates from the “nameless killing cohort” constituted by
Chinese feudal rural rituals and collective unconscious. Through this comparison, this paper aims to reveal the complexity of female
destinies in different cultural contexts and provide new perspectives for cross-cultural feminist studies.
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