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Abstract

<Tui Bu Ji> represents Chen Danqing’s profound reflection on the current state of contemporary Chinese art and art education.
Taking “decline” as its central motif, the work critiques the increasing utilitarian orientation of the art world, where artistic creation
is often reduced to a mere means of livelihood, thereby losing its original purpose of pure expression. At the same time, Chen sharply
condemns the rigidity and formalism embedded in China’s art education system, such as the disproportionate emphasis on English
and political studies in admissions, and the rigid frameworks imposed in pedagogy, which ultimately deprive students of artistic
sensibility and creativity. Finally, “decline” is endowed with a dialectical meaning: through self-mockery, Chen distances himself
from the discourse of “progress,” instead advocating a return to the essence of art and the preservation of independence amid the
prevailing current.
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