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the Genealogical Reconstruction of Canal Cultural Memory
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Abstract

As the core hub of China’s ancient water transport system, the Tongji Canal of the Sui and Tang Dynasties’ Grand Canal provides
crucial archaeological evidence for unraveling historical mysteries and reconstructing cultural memory lineages. Based on
archaeological discoveries such as the Songzhou Pier in Shangqiu, the Liuzi Site in Huaibei, and the living heritage of Sixian County
in Suzhou, this paper systematically examines the excavation process, shipping functions, and cultural radiance of the Tongji Canal,
analyzing the pivotal role of archaeological evidence in filling historical gaps and correcting textual discrepancies. Combining
cultural memory theory, it explores the evolutionary trajectory of the Tongji Canal’s cultural memory—from “living transmission”
to “silent rupture” and then to “archaeological revival.” The study proposes a three-dimensional reconstruction path for the memory
lineage, integrating “material remains—textual records—Iliving folk customs,” offering theoretical support and practical reference for
the protection and inheritance of the Grand Canal’s cultural heritage.
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