XWERBIF - £09% - £01H - 2026 £ 02 8  DOL: https://doi.org/10.12345/whyscx.v9i1.36817

The artistic characteristics of the “god” creation in Dali Bai
ethnic group’s Jiamu woodcut

Wenjin Wang
Kunming Media Institute, Kunming, Yunnan, 650000, China

Abstract

Jia Ma, a vital component of the Bai ethnic group’s folk religious culture in Dali, features rich symbolism where each carving
embodies a deity. The deities depicted in Jia Ma carvings exhibit distinct personalities, with their creation methods showcasing
unique regional characteristics. While Bai ethnic Jia Ma artisans interpret gods and spirits through religious perspectives, their artistic
expressions remain grounded in their cultural worldview. The process of granting divine powers to humans reflects their aspirations,
and this fusion of human desires with Jia Ma’s sculptural forms constitutes the profound artistic charm of Bai ethnic Jia Ma.
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