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Narrative Innovation, Cultural Implications and Contemporary
Changes of Dark Comedy: A Study Centered on Works such as
“Secret No0.9”
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School of Media Science (School of Journalism), Northeast Normal University, Changchun, Jilin, 130000, China

Abstract

With the development of global streaming platforms, “dark comedy” as a unique subgenre has continuously attracted attention
through its absurd narratives, sharp satire, and deep exploration of human nature. This paper takes the British series “The Secret”
as the main thread, combined with cross-media cases such as the animated version of “The Adams Family” and the spin-off series
“Wednesday”, to systematically explore the characteristics of dark comedy in narrative mechanisms, character development,
and cultural functions. The study finds that its success relies on the narrative strategy of “structural reversal”, the personalized
presentation of “bizarre” aesthetics, and its role as a “safety valve” for public emotions in the digital era. Finally, the article reflects
on creative challenges in light of the current state of China’s film and television ecosystem, providing a reference for the diversified
development of domestic film and television.
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