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Abstract

This paper explores how illustrations have evolved across cultural, historical, and artistic development throughout different industries,
eras, and social contexts. Through analyzing the artistic characteristics of modern literary illustrations, it examines their historical
evolution from functional to artistic purposes, covering aspects such as visual expression, textual interpretation through imagery,
compositional and tonal design, thematic depth, and audience reception. During the Republican era, woodcut prints emerged as the
dominant medium, aligning with contemporary demands and technical capabilities while serving the dual mission of enlightening the
public and critiquing societal issues. In the early modern period, line-drawing styles predominated, reflecting the “serving workers,
peasants, and soldiers” cultural policy and economic realities, while also establishing more objective evaluation methods for book
illustrations.
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