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A Brief Analysis of Operatic Elements and Connotations in
the Play ‘Return on a Windy and Snowy Night’

Guangshu Tang
Shandong University of Art, Jinan, Shandong, 250014, China

Abstract

Wu Zuguang’s “The Returner in a Snowy Night,” as a paradigm of China’s modern drama exploration in nationalization, has garnered
significant attention in the theater world since its debut in 1942. Its ingenious integration of traditional opera’s artistic characteristics
constructs an aesthetic space that combines realistic depth with lyrical charm. This paper analyzes the specific application of opera
elements such as the “play within a play” structure, virtual lyrical aesthetics, and stylized expressions from both textual construction
and stage presentation perspectives. It further elucidates the core implications of these elements in deepening the theme of “human
awakening,” intensifying tragic resonance, and creating a national aesthetic ambiance. The study also reveals the artistic innovation of
blending opera spirit with drama form, offering practical experience and theoretical references for the development of contemporary
drama on the path of nationalization.
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