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The role of media editors as gatekeepers in public emergencies

Yong Tao
Huaiyang District Integrated Media Center, Zhoukou, Henan, 466700, China

Abstract

In the current era of profound changes in information dissemination patterns, public emergencies, due to their characteristics of
suddenness, destructiveness, and uncertainty, are highly likely to trigger social panic and public cognitive confusion. As the core
hub of information dissemination and a guide for social public opinion, the editorial oversight behavior of the media directly
determines the authenticity and accuracy of information dissemination, affecting the health of the entire information ecosystem and
societal stability. This article, based on Lewin’s ‘gatekeeper’ theory and combined with typical cases of recent public emergencies,
systematically analyzes the practical necessity of media editors’ gatekeeping in such situations, examines the manifestations and
causes of gatekeeping deficiencies, proposes practical requirements for professional gatekeeping, and provides theoretical and
practical references for media to improve the quality of emergency reporting.
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