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An Analysis of the Mask Styles and Symbolic Meanings of
the Flower-Face Roles in Qin Opera

Dongxiang Wang
Ningxia Opera Group Qin Opera Theater, Ningxia, Yinchuan, 750000, China

Abstract

As one of the earliest opera genres in Chinese theatrical history to develop a vocal system, Qin Opera boasts distinctive regional
styles and aesthetic characteristics. The painted masks for the “hua lian” (masked clown) role hold a prominent position in Qin
Opera performances, with their patterns embodying a composite meaning that conveys character traits, ethical concepts, and cultural
symbolism. This study focuses on the painted masks of the “hua lian” role in Qin Opera, examining their artistic logic and cultural
connotations from four perspectives: pattern classification, color semantics, shaping principles, and symbolic functions. Through the
analysis of mask patterns in operas such as *Flame Horse* and *The River Eastward*, and field observations, the research reveals
how Qin Opera masks achieve a visual narrative of “character—ethics—fate.” It argues that the formation of these masks is not
merely an aesthetic creation but a fusion of history, folk customs, and religious beliefs, with their symbolic significance lying in
visually representing the spiritual and cultural values of characters, offering an important paradigm for the study of visual systems in
Chinese regional opera.
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