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From “Depicting Objects and Shaping Forms” to “Guiding
the Brush with Intention”: A Discussion on the Evolution
of Creative Concepts in Contemporary Gongbi Flower and
Bird Painting

Xin Tang
Harbin Normal University, Harbin, Heilongjiang, 150000, China

Abstract

As a significant category within the traditional Chinese painting system, detailed floral and bird paintings have continuously evolved
through the tension between “form” and “intention.” The principle of “rendering the object as it appears” emphasizes meticulous
depiction of natural subjects, serving as the fundamental method for anchoring these paintings in tradition. In contrast, “guiding the
brush with intention” highlights subjective spirit and aesthetic expression, reflecting an intrinsic shift in painting language. When
transitioning into the contemporary context, profound changes in social structure, cultural perspectives, and artistic ecology have
led to corresponding transformations in the creative philosophy of detailed floral and bird paintings. Starting from the traditional
perspectives on form and aesthetics, this paper systematically examines the internal logic of the shift from “rendering the object as it
appears” to “guiding the brush with intention” in contemporary detailed floral and bird paintings. By analyzing conceptual transitions,
linguistic innovations, and spiritual expressions, the study aims to reveal the significance and value of this transformation for the
contemporary development of detailed floral and bird paintings.
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