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Abstract

As an important category of Chinese painting, freehand flower and bird painting has developed over hundreds of years and formed
a unique language and spiritual connotation of ink and brush. With the changes in society and the evolution of aesthetic concepts,
traditional freehand flower and bird painting is facing dual challenges of inheritance and innovation in contemporary times. This
article takes the language of brush and ink as the starting point, sorts out its historical evolution and artistic characteristics, analyzes
the difficulties and opportunities in the contemporary context, explores the diverse paths of inheritance and innovation of brush and
ink language, and aims to provide theoretical support and practical reference for the development of contemporary freehand flower
and bird painting. Through literature analysis and case studies, the article points out that brush and ink are not only technical means,
but also a comprehensive carrier of the artist’s emotions, spirit, and contemporary connotations. Contemporary flower and bird
painting should adhere to traditional foundations, integrate modern aesthetics and diverse cultures, expand the expressive power of
brush and ink, and promote the innovative generation of artistic vocabulary. The conclusion emphasizes that continuously deepening
the research on brush and ink language, enhancing individual artistic cultivation, and strengthening cross-border dialogue are the key
paths for the sustainable development of freehand flower and bird painting.
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