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“Yuan” as the Third-Level Meta-Concept of Chinese
Civilization: In Parallel with“Propriety” and “Benevolence”
and Their Underlying Logic/Operating System
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Jiangsu Jinshiyuan Liquor Industry Co., Ltd., Lianshui, Jiangsu, 223400, China

Abstract

This paper positions Yuan ( %% , relational affinity) as a fundamental metaconcept within Chinese civilization, arguing that it
constitutes, alongside Li ( £L , rites/propriety) and Ren ( {_ , humaneness/Benevolence), a tripartite core of its value system. Through
intellectual-historical and philosophical analysis, it demonstrates how the culture of Yuan synthesizes the Buddhist logical framework
of “conditioned co-arising” ( [KZxF14 ), the Confucian focus on relational bonds in human society, and the Daoist appreciation of
natural affinity. Together, these three concepts form a coherent “relational operating system” for Chinese civilization: Li structures
social order through norms, Ren grounds morality in the human heart, and Yuan articulates the ontological interconnectedness
of all things. In the digital age, the philosophy of Yuan—emphasizing symbiotic coexistence, shared dynamics, and harmonious
integration—offers crucial Eastern wisdom to address global crises such as algorithmic alienation and the erosion of humanistic
values. This underscores the enduring relevance of Chinese civilization’s capacity for “unity within diversity and integrative
adaptation.”
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