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Abstract

Contemporary Chinese composer David Qu’s erhu and piano work “Red Earth Reflections™ exhibits the creative characteristics of
the “Third Stream”. The piece adopts the structural forms and genres of classical music, using the erhu and piano to jointly create a
rich musical image. It employs nationalized and vocalized melodies, brimming with emotion, and boldly performs chromatic modal
transformations, alternations, and superpositions. However, the modality and tonality remain clear, aligning with the aesthetic needs
of the general public and facilitating audience acceptance. Drawing on the harmonic, rhythmic, and textural features of popular music,
the work is easy to understand and highly engaging. “Red Earth Reflections” strikes a balance between professional composition and
the demands of ordinary listeners, achieving success with significant analytical value and reference significance.
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