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Abstract

Light and shadow, as an important language of oil painting art expression, not only play a fundamental role in shaping form and space
in the creation of concrete characters, but also play a unique role in emotional transmission and narrative expression. This article
focuses on the application and expression path of light and shadow narrative in the creation of figurative oil painting characters,
systematically sorting out the traditional expression of light and shadow in Chinese and foreign art history, and summarizing its
multiple values in form, atmosphere, psychology, and theme. Through case analysis, technique comparison, and practical exploration,
this paper demonstrates how light and shadow can use color, contrast between light and dark, structural layout, and other means to
guide viewers’ vision and emotions, endowing character images with temporality, drama, and spiritual depth. Research has shown
that innovative light and shadow storytelling can break through the limitations of traditional representation, enrich the layers of
works, and stimulate the contemporary expressive power of figurative oil painting character creation. The paper ultimately proposes
practical suggestions for deepening the integration of light and shadow narrative consciousness and techniques in oil painting creation
and teaching, providing theoretical and methodological support for promoting innovation in figurative oil painting figure art.
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