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Abstract

The seal engraving art of the Qin and Han dynasties represents a crucial stage in the development of Chinese seal culture, with
its artistic style, carving techniques, and aesthetic orientation laying the foundation for later seal art. During this period, seals
transitioned from standardized official seal systems to the artistic expression of private seals, forming an artistic form that embodies
both political institutions and artistic expression. Based primarily on unearthed artifacts and extant seals, this study systematically
explores the characteristics and cultural connotations of Qin and Han seal engraving art from three dimensions: formal evolution,
carving techniques, and aesthetic imagery. Through comparative analysis of seal text structures and composition layouts, it reveals
the transformation of Qin and Han seal engraving art from practical functionality to aesthetic symbolism. The research concludes
that Qin and Han seal engraving not only reflects the era’s sense of legal order and ritual spirit but also demonstrates the visual
representation of early calligraphic styles, providing profound historical support and cultural genes for the systematic development of
Chinese seal art.
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