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Aesthetic Analysis of Poetry in Terms of Qi-Taking the
Comments of Tongcheng School on Tang Poetry as an Example
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Abstract

China classical poetry theory has always emphasized the aesthetic concept of “Qi”. The Tongcheng School’s Tang poetry criticism
theories of momentum, qi-mai, and qi-yun are interpenetrating and interconnected. The momentum theory focuses on objective
language, tone, and grammar, the gi-mai theory determines the structure and layout of poetry through subjective emotion, while the
qi-yun theory advocates the ingenious fusion of subjectivity and objectivity, where the poet’s spiritual temperament is manifested
through the text. The three-dimensional artistic criticism of Tang poetry—momentum, qi-mai, and qi-yun—are mutually linked,
interwoven, and exist in a harmonious unity.
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