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The Continuation Path of the Color System of Dunhuang
Murals in Contemporary Chinese Painting Creation

Lei Yu
Zhanjiang Museum, Zhanjiang City, Guangdong Province, Zhanjiang, Guangdong, 524000, China

Abstract

Dunhuang murals have established a highly distinctive Eastern color paradigm through their stable mineral color system, unique
chromatic combinations, and vivid spiritual symbolism. The continuation of this system in contemporary Chinese painting creation
transcends mere replication of historical styles, instead being rooted in a reinterpreted understanding of color concepts, tonal
structures, and aesthetic temperament. By reinterpreting the layered relationships, warm-cold balance, and symbolic meanings of
Dunhuang colors, artists harmonize tradition with modern contexts, creating a visual language that combines cultural depth with
contemporary expression. Thus, the color system of Dunhuang murals gains new vitality through the interplay of material innovation,
expressive methods, and aesthetic consciousness, demonstrating timeless expansiveness and creativity. This provides significant
insights for the deepening of the color system in Chinese painting.
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