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Abstract

With the rapid development of digital technology, virtual digital humans have become a research hotspot in various fields. The idea of
virtual digital humans originated from Cyborg. In 1985, Halavi defined “cyborg” as a combination of inorganic machines and living
organisms in the Cyborg Manifesto. And virtual digital humans are a symbolic representation of this concept, showing a symbiotic
relationship with the “metaverse”. With the support of big data, artificial intelligence, and virtual technology, the image of virtual
digital humans is becoming increasingly anthropomorphic, and the scope of intelligent applications is becoming wider, including their
use in the media field. Although virtual digital humans have advantages in many aspects, they are still unable to replace the image of
natural persons in people’s minds, especially in areas where intimacy and trust need to be established. This article will analyze the
performance of identity based virtual digital human “Tianyu” in the field of short videos from the perspective of symbolic interaction
theory, and explore the reasons why virtual digital humans cannot replace real anchors at present.
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