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Abstract

Singapore’s history textbooks strive to construct a unique narrative framework and establish a sense of identity and belonging as
Singaporeans. From the early form of Malay fishing villages, to the rise of the port during the British colonial period, and then to the
construction of a multi-ethnic country after independence, Singapore’s history textbooks weave the struggle stories of different ethnic
groups into a shared historical memory. By telling Singaporean stories, they help Singaporean students gain a deeper understanding
of “who we are” and the important values of “us as a nation”. The national narrative in Singapore’s history textbooks takes the goals
and requirements of national education as its value pursuit.
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