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Abstract

This study explored how college students perceive, interpret and construct the meaning of College English courses. This study
adopted a phenomenological research design, conducted in-depth interviews with 12 undergraduate students, and carried out
thematic analysis on the interview data under the CIPP model framework. The research found that students perceived a contradiction
between“‘exam-oriented”’and“applied ability”in the course objectives, and the lag in resource supply led to a mismatch in demand.
Participatory classroom activities and equal teacher-student relationships positively shaped the significance of the curriculum. The
generation of the meaning of learning outcomes relied on the “connection of real life”,ability of cross-cultural communication, and
inclusive attitude towards multiculturalism. This study integrated the systematic nature of the CIPP model with the subjectivity
of phenomenology, providing a “student experience-centered” improvement path for college English course, in order to achieve a
precise match between course value and student needs.
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