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An analysis of practical approaches to developing intercultural
communication skills in primary school English teaching
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Abstract

Cross-cultural communication competence constitutes a vital component of core competencies in the new era of English education,
serving as a crucial skill for students to achieve effective communication and cultural understanding in a globalized context. The
primary school stage serves as both the starting point for language acquisition and a critical period for cultivating cultural awareness.
English instruction should transcend mere language knowledge transmission, emphasizing the development of students ‘cultural
comprehension and international perspective. Grounded in the core competency framework of English curriculum standards, this
paper elucidates the essence and pedagogical value of cross-cultural communication competence in primary school English education.
It analyzes existing challenges including monotonous cultural input, formulaic activity formats, and teachers’ limited cultural
awareness. Building on this foundation, practical pathways are proposed across three dimensions: curriculum design, classroom
instruction, and evaluation systems. The paper emphasizes fostering comprehensive cross-cultural development through three-
dimensional integration of multicultural materials, contextualized classroom construction, and project-based task-driven approaches,
thereby promoting holistic growth in students’ cognitive, emotional, and behavioral dimensions.
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