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The Eighth National Congress of the Communist Party of
China’s Exploration of Chinese-Style Modernization
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Abstract

The Eighth National Congress of the Communist Party of China was convened at the time when the socialist transformation was
basically completed, marking a new stage in China’s transition from institutional establishment to practical construction. Building on
the experience of revolution and construction, the Congress proposed important ideas such as focusing on economic development,
properly handling internal contradictions among the people, and promoting industrialization and agricultural modernization. It
emphasized that socialist construction must be based on national conditions and should not blindly copy the Soviet model, reflecting
an early independent exploration of Chinese-style modernization. Although the spirit of the Eighth Congress was later influenced by
political movements and failed to be consistently implemented, its concepts on developing productive forces, improving governance
methods, and advancing democratic and legal systems have provided significant insights for the theory and practice of socialism with
Chinese characteristics since the reform and opening-up. Revisiting the Eighth Congress helps deepen the confidence in the path and
historical awareness of Chinese-style modernization in the new era.
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