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The evolution and mechanism of multi-dimensional characteristics
of urban and rural primary schools in China over the past 40 years
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Abstract

This study aims to systematically sort out and analyze the evolutionary characteristics of China’s educational urbanization and the
allocation of primary school educational resources between urban and rural areas from 1985 to 2022, and to reveal the underlying
mechanisms. Based on the educational statistics data from the National Bureau of Statistics, the Ministry of Education and local
governments, and by using methods such as text analysis and mathematical statistics, this paper focuses on examining the dynamic
changes in key indicators such as the allocation of educational resources, the allocation of teaching staff and the input of funds in
urban and rural primary schools. The cyclical effect of the decline of rural education and the expansion of urban education creates a
hidden danger to educational equity. Although there is a policy compensation mechanism, the problem of unbalanced allocation of
educational resources between urban and rural areas is difficult to be fundamentally solved in the short term.
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