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From ‘Scores’ to ‘Footprints’: Research on Developmental
Assessment of Student Growth Portfolios-Concepts, Practices,
and Challenges

Shujun Yang Jingying Bai Wenjie Liu
Neerqi No.1 Middle School Moridawa Banner Inner Mongolia, Hulun Buir, Inner Mongolia, 162850, China

Abstract

This paper aims to explore, in the context of basic education evaluation reform, the theoretical foundations, practical pathways, and
challenges of student growth portfolios as a tool for developmental assessment. The article first analyzes the limitations of traditional
evaluation methods and the necessity of developmental assessment. It then systematically elaborates on the core concepts, multiple
functions, and implementation models of student growth portfolios, including compilation requirements and explanations. Through
case studies, the paper demonstrates their positive effects in stimulating student agency, promoting deep learning, and improving
teacher-student relationships. Finally, it reflects on existing issues in current practices regarding reliability, validity, workload, and
technical support, and proposes strategies for deepening and optimizing implementation, aiming to provide useful references for
promoting quality education and implementing the holistic development of students.
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