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Abstract

The radicalization of online discourse is evolving from sporadic individual expressions into a normalized phenomenon amplified
through group interactions. While existing research primarily examines this phenomenon through platform algorithmic mechanisms,
it fails to explain why individuals still opt for high-intensity expressions despite the absence of direct conflicts of interest. Building
on social identity theory, this study constructs a six-stage theoretical model encompassing “social identity—strategic expression
motivation—group interaction,” demonstrating that radicalization results not from intensified attitudes but from low-risk expression
strategies rationally chosen in visibility competition. The model further differentiates the divergent pathways of KOL-led and
decentralized group interaction structures operating under identical psychological mechanisms. This research provides a theoretical
foundation for subsequent quantitative studies and intervention design.
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