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Genre Representation of Realistic Themes: A Genre
Analysis of The Smiths
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Abstract

This study examines the film The Smiths through a genre analysis framework encompassing three dimensions: its realist core,
narrative exploration, and genre-specific expression. Centered on marital issues, the film transforms domestic conflicts into action-
packed spectacles through its spy protagonist’s identity, achieving a non-realistic treatment of realistic themes. While maintaining the
narrative style of “New Hollywood” cinema, it innovatively integrates star power with genre conventions, skillfully blending action,
romance, and comedy. The film’s successful balance between commercial appeal and realistic thematic depth establishes a valuable
creative paradigm for genre-based expression of social issues.
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